Books review 

[edited by] Shafir, G., and Y. Peled, The new Israel. Peacemaking and liberalisation, Westview Press, 2000.  

The work edited from Gershon Shafir and Yoav Peled offers a more structural approach to the analysis of the Israeli reality. It does not pose the questions of a too small State (and incapable of Roman Empire- or British Empire-style political/State integration and federation indispensable for becoming of at least relatively sufficient dimensions and power for being accepted in the area) and too dependent from the US strategic cover. It presents nevertheless valuable contributions to a deeper understanding of the prodigy represented from the small but powerful Israeli State in an inhospitable land and area.  

The Shafir and Peled Introduction analyses the Israel evolution from a State economy to a more competitive and opener one realised from the mid-1980s. What produced, as reaction, an anti-liberal opposition catalysed overall and more openly from religiously fundamentalist political movements. The Israel more liberal currents pursued the pacification with Arabs, while the more Statist ones prospered on the continuation and aggravation of the confrontation against them.  

Deborah S. Bernstein offers an historical representation of the creation of a Jew labour movement in mandatory Palestine. 

Dov Khenin analyses the 1950s transformation of the Israeli Labours, the Mapai, in a middle class party. 

Michael Shalev discusses causes, consequences and problems of the Israel transformations and of its 1990s rapid growth. 

Ran Hirschl represents the interaction of the Israeli legal frame with liberalisations. 

Uri Ram analyses the redefinition of an Israeli identity in an opener world. 

Gershon Shafir and Yoav Peled explain the Israeli developmentalism, against all immediate market logic, as typical of all developmental State, where specific incentive systems create the conditions of the accumulation and strengthening indispensable for future competitive development. In Palestine, the Zionist colonisation, with consequent techniques of non-market mechanisms in land acquisition and labour regulation, was indispensable for the same conditions’ creation for the establishment of the Israeli State. The liberalisation process started in the mid-1980s was the passage to a further development phase. 

The Jonathan Paris essay deal with questions of regional cooperation of the area. 
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