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(Keiji Furuya 1981).

Despite (Keiji Furuya 1981) be an abridged edition, it is a monumental biography of Chiang Kai-shek. 

Chiang Kai-shek was born on 31 October 1887, in Chikow. In April 1906, he went to Japan where he remained six months for studying Japanese. His initial intention was studying military science, in a Military Academy. But he discovered it was impossible to apply for the admission without having previously got a recommendation of the Board of War of the Chinese government in Peking.  

In 1894, in Hawaii, the Chinese Revolutionary Party, the Nationalist Party of China, was created as a secret revolutionary organisation under the name of Hsing Chung Hui (Revive China Society). In 1905, it was reorganised as Tung Meng Hui, in 1912 as Kuo-min-tang, and in 1914 as Chung-hua Ke-ming-tang (the Chinese Revolutionary Party). On 10 October 1919, dr. Sun finally reorganized the Chinese Revolutionary Party into Chung-kuo Kuo-min-tang, the Nationalist Party of China. The Chinese Communist Party [CCP] was founded in July 1921, in a meeting in the French Concession in Shanghai. 

The decision to transform the Kuomintang [KMT] into a well-organized and highly disciplined political party was taken in 1922, while dr. Sun was still in Shanghai. On 20 January 1924, the First National Congress of the KMT was held. On 24 January 1924, Chiang Kai-shek was appointed Chairman of the Preparatory Committee of the Military Academy. On 3 February 1924, he was appointed to the KMT’s Military Council. On 12 March 1925, dr. Sun died.  

Japan judged the Manchuria’s coal, iron and agricultural resources as indispensable for its further development and for continuing to be a world power. On 18 September 1931, Japan began the occupation of Manchuria, a China’s territory. The imperatives of an eventual patriotic war against Japan were complicated from the already running “communist” peasant and urban revolutionary movements against the legal government of the KMT. 

For Chang Kai-shek, the liquidation of the “communist” forces was the precondition for the war against Japan. Despite perhaps the senseless of a war against Japan, actually Chinese “communism” was not defeatable without realising its bourgeois democratic revolutionary programme, what the KMT was incapable to do. On 12 December 1936, Chang Kai-shek was arrested from officers wanted the suspension of the anti-Communist campaign in name of the immediate war against Japan. On 14 December 1936 afternoon, Stalin instructed the CCP to get the release of Chiang Kai-shek within ten days, because for him China could conduct an effective war against Japan only under the Chiang Kai-shek leadership. And Russia was evidently interested in such option. On 25 December 1936, Chiang Kai-shek was freed and sent to Nanking. On 29 December 1936, in Nanking, Chiang Kai-shek submitted his resignation from the position of President of the Executive Yuan and Chairman of the National Military Council. His resignation was immediately and unanimously rejected. In January 1937, the Chinese government suspended its Communist-suppression campaign.  

In practice, inside the United Front KMT-CCP was created, the KMT forces fought against Japan, while the CCP ones reinforced and deployed in the perspective of the final confrontation against the KMT. Certainly, there were more basic reasons for the KMT strategic weakening and the CCP strategic strengthening. The KMT and the Mao Zedong fraction (the non-Comintern fraction) of the CCP were both nationalist forces. The nationalists were prisoners of the landlords’ obstruction to the land reform were aligned with the KMT. The nationalists wanting a real land reform, the CCP actually realised in its controlled areas, were aligned with the Mao Zedong fraction of the CCP. Undoubtedly, China was and is a very extended and extremely diversified country, pervaded more by anarchic-style protests and insurrections than by western social-democratic-style organised movements. But finally these two parties were the two great and irreducibly antagonist coalitions of forces. The same mostly authentically nationalist KMT forces, which were not subordinated to the landlords and their conditioning, and free from their previous history (in real history there are inevitably actors who, whatever their personal feelings, remain prisoners of their past), progressively aligned with the Mao Zedong CCP. For instance, if “communists”, in China, conquered intellectuals already well before their final success, it was because they interpreted decidedly better than the KMT the basic needs of the Chinese society at the times of the bourgeoisie revolution, alias of the imperatives of the land reform. Different question is the successive condemnation of China to decades of freezing since the US and pro-Western imperialisms embargo and its assignation [from the US and pro-Western imperialisms] to the area of the Soviet sub-imperialism. As different question is the success of the KMT in Taiwan, where the KMT social base of landlords had not any more the paralysing power it could exercise when the Republic of China yet extended to the mainland.   
In practice, in Yalta, Roosevelt left Manchuria under Russian influence. On 5 April 1945, in Japan, the Koiso Cabinet tendered its resignation. The same day, Molotov received Sato Naotake, the Japanese Ambassador, informing him of his government’s desire to denounce the pact of neutrality concluded on 13 April 1941 between Soviet Union and Japan. On 8 August 1941, Soviet Union declared war to Japan and the Red Army crossed the Manchurian frontier. A Japan annihilated from the first US atomic bomb opposed no real resistance to the Soviet attack. The Soviet Red Army rapidly occupied Manchuria. On 9 August 1945, the USA launched their second atomic bomb over Japan. Japan surrendered, while the Soviet troops continued to occupy Chinese territories even outside Manchuria. 

In November 1947, in China, there were general elections. The National Assembly met on 29 March 1948 for the election of the President and vice-President of China. Chang Kai-shek became the first President of China under the 1946 Constitution. He was sworn in on 20 May 1948. On 8 November 1948, the greatest engagements of the entire civil war began. On 11 January 1949, at the end of the 65-day battle, the Chinese government army had suffered 300,000 casualties. The CCP forces had had even greater losses, although they succeeded in controlling north from the Yangtze and expanded in the whole north. On 7 December 1949, the executive Yuan voted to move the capital to Taipei, Taiwan. On 10 December 1949, 2 p.m. the Chang plane took off for Taipei. The only relevant troops he left behind him were those under the command of Hu Tsung-nan. Hu led his troops in the direction of Sichang, capital of Sikang. On 28 March 1950, Sikiang too fell.  

On 5 April 1975, at the age of 87 years, Chang Kai-shek died in Taiwan. 
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