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(Suvorov 2000).
With massive direct and accessory evidence, Suvorov explores the immediately defensive nature of the 22 June 1941 German attack to Soviet Union. According the Soviet military theory, for preparing a surprise attack one should concentrate troops and airports nearest than possible to the future front. It was what Soviet Union was rapidly doing when an unprepared Germany preceded of a couple of weeks the 1941 Soviet occupation of Europe. 

On 1 September 1939, Germany aggressed Poland. On 18 September 1939, the Soviet government declared that responsible of the war was Poland: what seems historically very doubtful. Anyway this assertion justified the Soviet occupation of eastern parts of Poland and the German-Soviet sharing of Poland. On 17 September 1939, Soviet Union had suddenly attacked Poland. On 30 November 1939, Stalin wrote on the Pravda that England and France had attacked Germany, so becoming responsible of the war: what was historically true since Germany had no intention to lead a western war and only the British and French declaration of war obliged Germany to such a war. The Stalin assertion was anyway a tactical alignment from the German side, even if the removal of an intermediary States as Poland was and the consequent direct bordering between Germany and Soviet Union could only lead, from a strategic point of view, either to forms of integration or to direct confrontation. 

Inside the dialectic conflict-cooperation historically characterised the Russian and Germanic spaces, the post-WW1 phase saw the prevailing of cooperation. For instance, Soviet Union accorded to the German Armed Forces all the facilities it could not enjoy on the German territory as consequence on the treaties of the end of WWI. In addition, Soviet Union had favoured in all possible way the triumph of the national-socialist movement. What had the strategic meaning of favouring the overcoming of the situation created in Europe as consequent as WW1. Hitler was secretly defined in Soviet Union, even before he was in office, icebreaker of the revolution. The meaning of “revolution” was clearly, not differently from other metaphors, the Soviet expansion. 

The elements (Suvorov 2000) provides show a pre-WW2 Soviet military industry of high technological level (even with US licences), considerable results, impressive productive potentials and, overall, concentrated on offensive corps and weapons. For instance, armoured tanks were specific for the western roads instead than for the Soviet lands for which they were absolutely useless. Also the Soviet military air force had a net technological and fire superiority on the German and western ones. Not casually, the Soviet pilots were not trained for air fighting but only for striking land targets: the background hypothesis was in fact, again, a surprise attack with the immediate destruction of all the German [or other enemy power] aeroplanes. In 1941 the whole Soviet air force was concentrate on the western borders. It was clear that the now prevailing element was conflict.   

When Germany was far (without common borders with Soviet Union) there were, in Soviet Union, huge defensive works. When Germany was bordering [after the 1939 Polish war], the previous defensive works were demolished. Landmines were typical defensive weapons. The Soviet landmines production was traditionally enormous. It was suspended just Soviet Union bordered with Germany. 

A week after the signature of the pact Molotov-Ribbentrop, Stalin played his first nasty trick. Germany attacked Poland, while Soviet Union declared it was not ready. In this way, the UK and France declared war to the only Germany, which was anyway the only British target and real obsession of the first half of the twentieth century. On the contrary Poland’s partition had been decided in Kremlin, present Stalin and not Hitler. 

For (Suvorov 2000), Stalin estimated that the year of the destruction of Germany would have been 1942. The German rapid occupation of France and the decision of not landing to England, since the too strong resistance of the British militarism (decision Soviet Union knew at the end 1940), induced Stalin to anticipate his plans to the summer 1941.

On 1 September 1939, the German Army stated the occupation of “its” portion of Poland. On 1 September 1939, the USSR Supreme Soviet approved the general conscription. Some deputies needed 7-10, even 12, days to reach Moscow. Consequently the deputies should have been convoked perhaps even before the signature of the pact Molotov-Ribbentrop. For (Suvorov 2000), on 19 August 1939, during the meeting of the Politburo, the Soviet occupation of Europe was decided. On 13 March 1940, the Politburo approved the full militarisation of the party. The members of the Party Committees were obliged to follow courses of military training. In such way, from May 1940 to February 1941, 90,000 political instructors, included 63,000 functionaries of the Party Committees, were “riqualified” by exams and checking from Commissions. On 17 June 1941, 3,700 exponents of the nomenclature were asked to be at disposal of the Army. 

In occasion of the occupation of Estonia, Lithuania, Latvia, occidental Ukraine and Byelorussia, Bessarabia and Bucovina, the first to pass borders had been the Nkvd frontier guards. When Germany attacked Soviet Union, on the bridges near borders there were the Nkvd frontier guards in attack attitude. In fact they were absolutely unprepared for defence. Not only 47 land units and 6 naval units of the frontier guards, and 11 operational regiments of Nkvd troops were along the borders for a total of about 100,000 men. Also a multiplicity of other units, included divisions, had been rapidly moved on the borders, and an impressive quantity of other ones were rapidly and hurriedly moving in the moment of the German attack. Nkvd, as previously ČK and GPU, were punitive troops. They were also barrage troops behind the Army, then one Regiment of motorised infantry each Army. And practically all these troops were then near or on the western borders. The Nkvd barrage troops grew rapidly from 1939. The 6 border districts had become 18, and the troops for each district grew rapidly. 

The Soviet Osnaz were very aggressive and pitiless assault units. They had replaced the traditional frontier guards. One of these Osnaz units, a battalion of only 502 men, was used from G. K. Žukov for purging the territories near the front when he attacked Japan. The Osnaz battalions were the first ones to pass the frontiers, preceding the other troops and occupying bridges, cutting communications and terrorising population, when Poland, Latvia, Lithuania and Finland were attacked. When the army units overtake the Osnaz units, these passed to the task of purging the occupied territories. On 14 June 1941, the Osnaz battalions had deported the frontier citizens for freeing the frontier area for the attack. On the other side of the borders, the SS had realised the same operation, on 2 June 1941. There was a difference of about 2 weeks in the respective [German and Soviet] attack plans.      

In preparation of the 1941 Soviet attack, all the Soviet protection-defensive zones had been removed. The same offensive infrastructures built from Germans (bridges, railways, airports, roads) were built from Soviet Union on his side of the common frontier. On the Soviet side, the Nkvd had already started to remove all form of barrage, even the barbed wire. 

Actually, who was unprepared for a real long-term occupation of lands which were too cold during the winter and too marshy during the summer were Germans. They had not lubricants for the Soviet temperatures, what blocked both arms and engines and other mechanical parts just the cold season arrived. While in the warm season there were problems since the bogginess of earth. About these key [even if apparently irrelevant] “details”, see also war testimonies. I found extraordinary, also since its spontaneity and naïveness (a virtue in this kind of literature), Guy Sajer, Le soldat oublié, Robert Laffond, 1967, the war memories of a francophone soldier forcedly enlisted in the “Russian” German army as consequence of the German annexation of francophone zones of the Franco-German frontier.      

In Soviet Union, the productions of defensive weapons and defensive fortification devices were nearly totally stopped, anti-tank canons included. The [defensive] Stalin-line was totally destroyed and replaced from a merely formal Molotov-line built just for being seen from Germans, but without any real defensive strength. It was exactly what did the German troops while preparing for the attack: to build fake defensive structures. In 1939, the German parachutists were about 5,000. Soviet Union had started to train parachutists in 1930 and, at the imminence of WW2, they were about 1,000,000. In April 1941, 5 corps of parachutists were created and all them in the western regions of Soviet Union. Each commander parachutist, overall at level of colonels and generals, had, in his entourage, a soldier or sergeant of German origins, and the learning of the German language diffused, being clear [in Soviet Union] the direction of the war. Before WW2, the USA had sold to the USSR the licence for building the C-47, which, under the acronym Li-2, became the basic aeroplane of the Soviet air force. Some hundreds of old strategic bombers TB-3 were converted in military transport aeroplanes. For using 1,000,000 parachutists, it was indispensable a sudden attack with the total destruction of the enemy air force. In June 1940, the Soviet marines were born. 

Germany depended on Rumanian oil. In June 1940, while Germany was fighting in France, Soviet Union occupied a piece of Romania, Bessarabia, and its warships arrived to the Danube delta. For saving its Rumanian oil, Germany ought to attack Soviet Union in another point of the frontline, in addition to the Polish one. 

For (Suvorov 2000), the German theory of the Blitzkrieg and the Soviet theory of the deep operation were absolutely identical. There were however scale differences. A Soviet assault Army included an armoured corps of 1,031 tanks. Such an Army was superior to a German armoured group. By 21 June 1941, all the Soviet Armies on the German, Rumanian and the 32nd army on the Finland border corresponded to the standards of the assault Armies, even if formally they were not called such. Germany had 4 groups of tanks, Soviet Union 16 assault armies. Once completed their ranks [the troops and weapons were in rapid moving toward the frontier], the 6th, 9th and 10th Armies near the German and Rumanian borders, and oriented toward the German borders, should have, each one, at least 2,350 tanks, 698 armoured vehicles, more than 4,000 canons and mortars, and more than 250,000 soldiers.  The 9th Army should totalise 3,341 tanks. For (Suvorov 2000), it would have been equivalent to the whole Wehrmacht and qualitatively better. The 9th Army were on the Rumanian border. On 13 June 1941, the soldiers of the 9th Army corps received manuals of conversation Russian-Rumanian. Rumania was the main source of the German oil. Without it, Germany would have been annihilated. So, the most powerful Soviet army was on the Rumanian border. Two mountain Armies were ready to participate to the isolation of Rumania and of its oil from Germany. 

On 13 June 1941, a TASS communiqué informed that Soviet Union had not intention to attack Germany and that the massive movements of troops were just military exercises. Just emitted this communiqué, the first strategic Echelon, formed by 170 divisions, about 3,000,000 soldiers, accelerated its moving towards the German borders. When, on 13 June 1941, the transfer of the troops started, all the railway traffic was monopolised from that, but the trucks and wagons were insufficient. The transfers were not exactly of the kind consistent with simple military exercises. And reservists were called during harvesting, instead than after it as usual. With the males’ mobilisation before harvesting, Soviet Union would have been condemned to famine in 1942, without an attack to west. 56 of the 170 divisions were already near the borders, while the other 114 began to move in the moment of the TASS Communiqué. The transfer of the Soviet troops had started in February 1941, had increased in March and had reached grandiose dimensions in April-May. At the beginning of July there were 47,000 wagons running filled with military transportations. The full accomplishment of the transfer had been planned for 10 July 1941. All the Soviet Armies were lining up on the borders were without defensive plans, what explains the dramatic disbanding and surrender followed the German attach. During the war years, Soviet Union produced 100,000 tanks, what may indicate a since far planned war economy. 

In its declaration to the Soviet government at the start of the war, Germany justified the attack with the unjustified concentration of Soviet assault troops at the Rumanian borders. What seems supported by massive historical evidence. The German attack ruined the Soviet plans obliging it to move towards Byelorussia all the troops were lining up on the South borders. 

The [planned] Soviet attack to Germany was a replication of the Soviet attack to Japan. In August 1939, Žukov suddenly attacked Japan. So, the 6th Japanese Army was defeated, in Mongolia, by a surprise factor. On 19 August 1939, Žukov informed Stalin of the success against Japan. And Stalin gave his consent to operate for common borders with Germany, the prologue of the war against Germany. On 13 April 1941, a treaty of reciprocal neutrality with Japan was signed. At the end of WWII, on 9 August 1945, when Japan was weakened from the war, USSR attacked again Japan. 

From 24 April 1941, the German diplomatic sources in Moscow officially informed Berlin on insistent rumours, but also on evidence, on a near Soviet attach to Germany. On 5 May 1941, Stalin, speaking to the neo-officers of the military academies, had unequivocally referred to the German Army as the most probable enemy. On 6 May 1941, for the first time, Stalin became the Soviet Prime Minister. Until then, he had always refused all State charges. For (Suvorov 2000), that happened because Stalin wanted that the order of the attack to Germany came from himself. On 15 June 1941, the Soviet Generals of the border districts received a reserved order of being ready to pass to the offensive in whatever moment. 

The possibility of a German surprise attack to Soviet Union had been excluded from the Soviet vertexes. When Stalin was informed on the already started German attack, he did not believe that. 11 days after that Hitler definitely approved the war plans against Soviet Union (18 December 1940), the Soviet military espionage knew that. However, Germany was not yet prepared for an eastern war. The GRU Head, the Tenant-General F. I. Golikov, had defined that only when the German Army had started to use lubricants and fuels for Russian temperatures, and to provide his soldiers of ram fur coats, the German Army would have been ready for fighting against Soviet Union. In this way, the GRU knew that on 22 June 1941 there was no German unit ready for an Eastern war. German attacked without the most elementary devices for the normal working of his soldiers and his Army in the Soviet winters. On 17 June 1945, Feldmarschall-General W. Keitel declared, under interrogatory, that the German spring 1941 preparation was essentially defensive in the perspective of an aggression from the Red Army, that all the eastern war was de facto preventive relatively to the in practice already running Soviet aggression. The same declarations came from the interrogatory of Colonel-General A. Jodl, the main author of the German war plans. The Soviet inquirers tried, in all possible way, to get from them a different version. They were unsuccessful. Both were hanged with the accusation of having triggered a war without provocation. Later, Soviet very qualified sources quoted from (Suvorov 2000) confirmed the running Soviet aggression against Germany and that Germany anticipated the Soviet attach exactly of two weeks. For (Suvorov 2000) the planned date for the Soviet attach might have been 6 July 1941.

= These are links where I found details on arms quoted by (Suvorov 2000): 

http://www.inf.upol.cz/~stepanos/museum/bt.html ; 

http://www.skalman.nu/soviet/ww2-equipment-tank-bt2.htm ;  

http://www.skalman.nu/soviet/ww2-equipment-fast-tanks.htm ;  

http://www.nzfpm.co.nz/aircraft/i16.htm ; 

http://216.219.216.110/polikarpov/i16.html ; 
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