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The first part (of two) of this article is a series of considerations on the essay: Golden, M. A., and E. C. C. Chang, Competitive corruption. Factional conflict and political malfeasance in postwar Italian Christian Democracy, World Politics, 53, July 2001, 588-622. In it there are, before the exposition of quantitative experiment I analyse in the second part of my article, different assumptions on the Italian reality I consider arbitrary. The concept of “corruption” is used confusedly and improperly. “Illegal financing” of political parties is improperly presented as “corruption”. Magistracy inquiries on non-opinion crimes and the TI perception index on corruption are not proper proxy-variables for politics’ corruption. The concept of “change of regime” is used in an impressionistic way for avoiding more specific analysis. 
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