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(Cartier 2001). 

(Cartier 2001) is a contribution in the field of regional studies. The whole post-WW2 Southeast Asia progressively became a magic space from the point of view of developmentalism. The same People’s China, after some decades of “freezing”, joined this long and diffusive wave. North China was historically dominant inside the Chinese space. In the developmental China of the economic and political reform, its South early emerged as the leading space. In a context, not only of rapid economic growth, but also of power decentralisation to the provinces, “regionalism” [in the western meaning of the word] became an important force of new local identities’ formation around this developmentalist process. What means, for China’s local entities, new ways of looking at themselves, at the outside world and at themselves inside this outside [“global”] world.   

For (Cartier 2001, p. 261/262): “On the basis of a geographical specific cultural and economic history, the south China coast has emerged as a globally significant transboundary region, where historic regional characteristics have transformed and reemerged in new regional entities, unbounded and multiscalar, the contemporary world order.” Not differently from the Western world, the new internationalisation wave produced also in the developmental China the emergence of local (“regional”) entities identifiable around criteria of socio-economic and cultural homogeneity different from the simple formal belonging to political [State] spaces. In a context of rapid economic growth, they inevitably are elements of de facto and formal State restructuring.   

In the Western world, regionalism has not transformed until now in a radical alternative to the nationally [from “nation”: ethnic-cultural concept] dominated States [what is improperly called nation-State]. For (Cartier 2001, p. 267): “Transboundary and unbounded regions are antithetical to the state in that they do not uphold the nation-state ideal, and, critically, reveal it as a particular rather than as a general historical form.” Conceptually, it is certainly true. Practically, State is a very resilient and also self-regenerating device. 

In addition, despite images of “new middle ages” [for instance a tautological work on this is: Tanaka Akihiko, The new Middle Ages. The world system in the 21st century, LTCB International Library Selection No. 12, Tokyo, Japan, 2002; decidedly more solid historical knowledge and personal freedom from Western and para-Western idiosyncrasies and stereotypes would be necessary for a really analytic discourse on this point], actually not impossible in a magmatic space as the continental European one is from the point of view of State formation and existence, everything becomes more complex and improbable in State spaces as the Chinese one. With Karl August Wittfogel (1896-1988), what in continental Europe has been called “modern State” has a tradition of thousand years in spaces as the Chinese one, since ecological factors: specifically the imperative of the waters’ government in many areas analysed from Wittfogel. Even now, waters’ great works, essential for the further development of the whole China, as the Yangtze dam is on the way to be built in the area of Chongqing municipality, would be impossible in a fractioned China. These ecological-historical permanencies are decidedly stronger than current internationalisation phenomena. In cases as the Chinese one, the existence of a strong central State is one of the preconditions for success in a world where militarism (see the Anglophone cases) remains key factor of economic and technological progress and domination. The same presently so exalted “globalisation” is not at all such an extraordinary and intense phenomenon, if seen in an economic history perspective [see, for instance: O’Rourke, K. H., and J. G. Williamson, Globalisation and history. The evolution of a nineteenth-century Atlantic economy, The MIT Press, 1999]. Also regionalism and localism, now re-growing in a world made smaller from easier trade and information communications, are immanent in human history and follow a cyclical movement opposed to cyclical phases seeing the prevailing of macro-spaces’ confrontations.        

(Cartier 2001) is anyway a precious analytical contribution for understanding China and its future.
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