Ho, S. P. S., Economic development of Taiwan, 1860-1970, Yale University Press, 1978. 

(Ho 1978). 

(Ho 1978) well represents a century of Taiwan’s economic history. When, in 1895, Taiwan became a Japanese colony, purpose of the colonial government was its development as an agricultural appendage of Japan. That was successfully realised, with Taiwan exporting rice and sugar to Japan. In this way, Taiwan’s agricultural structure in the colonial period was more or less the continuation of its traditional structure, although with an impressive and regular development of the agricultural production. In parallel, Taiwan built a small, but significant, industrial base both for agriculture products processing and in other sectors. In the mid-1930, the Japan preparation to war was a further chance for the industrial development in Taiwan. When, at the end of 1949, the KMT retreated to Taiwan and operated there a developmentalist option, the background for its success had already been perfectly created since half a century of Japanese colonisation.  
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