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(Gold 1986). 

(Gold 1986) is written and published at the eve of the political change in Taiwan with the passage from the KMT domination to the de facto progressive Taiwanisation of the political and institutional system. On 28 September 1986, 130 opposition politicians illegally created the DPP [Democratic Progressive Party, Minzhu jinbu dang]. There was however no police reaction. On 15 July 1987, the martial law was finally suppressed and the DPP became an opposition legal party. 

The book is interesting from various points of view, in addition to the usual discourses on the roots of the Taiwan’s economic miracle. Firstly, it represents a KMT control over society not really different from the one realised from the CCP on the mainland. As degree, it was actually decidedly stronger, considering the scale dimensions of Taiwan. It is also necessary to consider the de facto militarisation of the Taiwanese phase of the KMT and that, on the contrary, the CCP conquered power as consequence of a long para-anarchist peasant war. The “Taiwanese” KMT was economy, society, institutions, politics. It was everything. 

In addition, the book well represents the dual institutional structure of the Taiwan of the KMT. There were the institutions of Taiwan, the Taiwan “Province”, and there were the institutions of the Republic of China, Republic of China de facto reduced to Taiwan. The ROC National Assembly was the one met in March 1948 in Nanking with 2,961 delegates. New general elections were suspended until the return to the mainland. There was clearly an overwhelming domination of mainlanders. 

Since the emergency powers attributed to the President and the martial law, the ROC institutional system was made de facto stronger than the one of the Peoples’ Republic. In the People’s Republic dominated the usual normality of socialist countries, which actually had and have a weak institutional system and a situation of diffused power, with all the inconveniences democracy [democracy as assemblearism and also certain consequent irresponsibility of the decision centres] has relatively to the efficiency generally characterised and characterises liberal [historically self-defining liberal] States. So, the ROC institutional system, not really different from the weak one of the People’s Republic, was made strong essentially since the “emergency powers” attributed to the President of the Republic.  

(Gold 1986) also remember, explaining the various elements of the KMT domination, that: “Between 1947 and 1949, Taiwan’s old intellectual and political elites had been liquidated. There was no indigenous capitalist or financial class to challenge the regime economically. Taiwan had no warlords. Peasants were not mobilised or agitating for land reform.” [Gold 1986, p. 64]. 
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